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Dear BVS Members,

We are delighted to bring you this new issue of the BVS Newsletter.

I hope you are all well and have been able to catch the sunshine

this summer— when it has shown up… Good thing we have the

viola to bring warmth and joy when the weather doesn’t!

We start with exciting news from earlier this year: the first-ever Final

of the Gwyn Williams Viola Competition at Royal Birmingham

Conservatoire, funded by the bursary founded in memory of Sir

Simon Rattle's popular principal viola at the CBSO.

Gwyn Williams Viola Competition
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On 24 March a distinguished panel of judges chaired by Christopher Yates,

Gwyn's front-desk colleague, awarded the first prize of £1000 to Jinhe

Huang, and a prize of £500 was awarded to the viola student considered to

have made most progress during the current year.

Photo above of Jinhe Huang (BMus4 Viola), with judges Christopher Morley,
Stephannie Williams, Nicholas Britton Trygstad and Christopher Yates

The Bursary also supported

student Ellen Cowan during

her first year at RBC, and also

endows viola chairs in the

CBSO Youth Orchestra.

Photo of  Ellen Cowan

(BMus1 Viola), with Tasmin
Little (Visiting Master Tutor),
Stephannie Williams, Nicholas

Britton Trygstad (Head of
Strings), Christopher Morley.
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The 2025 BVS Annual General Meeting  was held on 30 May.

Some changes to the Constitution were agreed to reflect current

day to day business. Also the ability of the Society to award

financial assistance was reviewed and updated to give more

flexibility to support the next generation of British violists.

BVS funding was agreed to kick start a new initiative of local Tertis

and Aronowitz Viola Days to raise the profile of the viola throughout

Britain and encourage BVS membership.

The BVS will be represented at the IVC Congress in Paris 19-23

January 2026 -see below for more details!.

Mzansi Viola

Not to be missed (in our humble, unbiased opinion) is the exciting

news of Louise Lansdown’s album release, Mzansi Viola: South
African Viola Music… more below!

Mzansi Viola is a celebration of

South African music through the

viola. This is Louise Lansdown’s

first solo album and she is thrilled

to introduce Charles Matthews as

her duo partner on the piano.

To read more about the music

or order the CD, click here

50th International Viola Congress: Paris 2026

https://www.meridian-records.co.uk/acatalog/Mzansi-Viola--South-African-Viola-Music-CDE84671.html#SID=536


Looking ahead in your diaries, do you spot a gap in January? Fear

not: a very simple answer! Bounce back from the post-December-

festivities-blues with a trip to Paris for the 50th International Viola
Congress, 19-23 January 2026. We hear that January is the new

July for a city getaway, and you could nip over on the Eurostar in

the time it takes to tune your C string…

We are delighted to include a piece by the Paris-born/British-based

composer Héloïse Werner, who has arranged her string quartet

Incantation in 4 Parts for four violas especially for the congress.

There will also be British music for viola ensemble including works

by George Benjamin, Sally Beamish, Benjamin Dale and Edwin

York Bowen, some familiar, and some virtually unknown. Also on

the programme is Mosaic by Robin Ireland commissioned by

Louise Lansdown for the 2025 Lionel Tertis and Cecil Aronowitz

Viola Competition and premiered in January 2025 at the

Glasshouse International Centre for Music in Gateshead.

Whats more, we are super excited to share the news that Paul
Silverthorne and Ilana Tapper, both loyal BVS members have had

successful proposals accepted – read below for a sneak preview.

 "Brahms Sonatas Op 120" a new
edition presented by Paul



Silverthorne

Paul has produced an edition which shows the original published clarinet

and viola parts and also all the passages that were removed and where

appropriate the matching version of the piano part. Read more about this

edition here

“Creating an accessible future
for the viola" presented by Ilana

Tapper. 

The stereotypical expectation of a viola player and the technical demands of

the repertoire have developed significantly over the last century. In Paris

Llana will present  a collation of her efforts to make the viola accessible for

her disabilities, and applicable to the viola playing community. These ideas

range from DIY strategies to case studies where traditional instrument

models have been altered to produce an instrument ergonomically suited to

an individual.

BVS Viola Days

In the meantime, we are hugely looking forward to the Tertis and
Aronowitz International Viola Competitions (TAIVC) and BVS
Viola Days (surely the best kind of day?). There are sixteen of

these fabulous days planned across England, Wales, Scotland and

Northern Ireland between now and the next competitions taking

place in January 2028.

If you live in the North East, the very first Viola Day takes place in

Hartlepool (birthplace of Lionel Tertis) at Hartlepool Town Hall
Theatre on Sunday 5 October directed by Chrissie Slater with

Louise Lansdown and Tertis and Aronowitz First Prizewinners Sam

Rosenthal and Xunyu Zhou respectively.

https://britishviolasociety.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Brahms.-BVS-newsletter.pdf


This is the first in the series of TAIVC/BVS Viola Days to be held

around the UK, and where better to hold it than in the birthplace of
Lionel Tertis! Violists are invited to gather in Hartlepool Town Hall

Theatre for a day of music making and connecting, learning and
sharing knowledge of all things viola! Luthiers and traders of
strings/accessories will be on hand throughout the day to give

advice plus the opportunity to try out instruments and bows.
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Winners of the Tertis and Aronowitz International Viola
Competitions 2025, Sam Rosenthal and Xunyu Zhou, will be giving

a short recital, as well as leading the activities, alongside Louise
Lansdown.

Viola Day 2 is at Royal Birmingham Conservatoire on Sunday 30
November directed by Peter Whitehead with guest artist violist

Clifton Harrison.

And last but most certainly not least, the winners of the 2025
Tertis and Aronowitz International Viola Competitions, Sam
Rosenthal and Xunyu Zhou, will be treating us with a mini tour of

concerts in October. It really would be remiss not to make it to one

(or two… or three)!



To book tickets contact the relevant venues:

Menuhin Hall Box Office, Cobham Road, Stoke D'Abernon, Surrey.

KY11 3QT

Wigmore Hall Box Office, 36 Wigmore Street, London. W1U 2BP 

Hartlepool Town Hall Theatre, Raby Road, Hartlepool. TS24 8AH

William Walton’s Viola Concerto: Sunday 28th September,
6.30pm

https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/146932/emails/161368097484178592
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/146932/emails/161368097484178592
https://www.menuhinhall.co.uk/
https://www.menuhinhall.co.uk/
https://www.wigmore-hall.org.uk/
https://www.culturehartlepool.com/town-hall-theatre/


Elliot Perks is the soloist in this

concert featuring the Walton Viola

concerto with The Outcry Ensemble  series exploring and celebrating the

work of gay composers. Barber, Muhly, Walton, Tchaikovsky.

Sunday 28 September, 6.30pm

Venue: St John’s Smith Square, London

www.sinfoniasmithsq.org.uk/event/a-fateful-finale/

Elliott enjoys a busy performing schedule with the Maxwell Quartet, is

professor of Chamber Music at the Yehudi Menuhin School and has a viola

class at the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire.

We would love to see you at all or some of these great viola events.

Until then, have a wonderful (violaful) rest of your summer.

Warmest wishes

Louise Lansdown and the BVS Team

British Viola Society

Birmingham, United Kingdom
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